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“A Symphony of Praise 
and Service to God”  

“Thank You” 

 

Dear Friends, 

As the year turns, I want to take this opportunity to thank you for the ways that you have wel-

comed and supported me as your pastor.  The gift which you offered in church on the 24th was a 

complete surprise and one that left both Jessica and me deeply touched.  This is only the most 

recent gesture, however, in several months of affirmation, love, and grace.  You have offered me 

your trust, given me a chance to lead, and listened to my thoughts and ideas.  I appreciate all of 

this so very much.  When I told our Bishop, David Bard, that I would simply be thankful for an 

appointment regardless of the circumstances and logistics, I could never have imagined how 

wonderfully God would answer our prayers. 

Looking back at these six months gives me hope and excitement for the next 6 months.  When I 

return from the final portion of my paternity leave at the end of January, we will look toward the 

sanctifying and deeply introspective weeks of Lent, followed by what I am sure will be a blessed 

Holy Week and Pentecost.  Then, having marked the high and holy days of the Christian year, 

we will enter a period of directed prayer, unfurling all our sails to catch the breath of the Spirit.  

I have no doubt whatsoever that God is still calling the church to ministry at our time in this 

place; and no matter how long any of us have been around, there is an immediacy and an urgen-

cy to this work of discernment and response. 

In all things, may we tend the beauty, peace, and hope of Christmas in our hearts, not letting it 

fade or become tarnished by the fickle wind and drizzled rain of a shiftless world.  Let us be dis-

ciples of Jesus Christ before any other allegiance.  Let us worship the Lord our God, putting our 

whole trust in the grace of Jesus Christ; and let us love our neighbors as ourselves.  Let us carry 

forward into the New Year the words of that great Christian, the Rev. John Wesley, whose zeal 

for the Lord and whose covenant prayer ring ever true: 

I am no longer my own, but thine.                                                                                                   

Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt.                                                              

Put me to doing, put me to suffering.                                                                                             

Let me be employed for thee or laid aside for thee,                                                                            

exalted for thee or brought low for thee.                                                                                          

Let me be full, let me be empty.                                                                                                      

Let me have all things, let me have nothing.                                                                                    

I freely and heartily yield all things to thy pleasure and disposal.                                                   

And now, O glorious and blessed God,                                                                                            

Father, Son and Holy Spirit,                                                                                                          

thou art mine, and I am thine.                                                                                                           

So be it.                                                                                                                                             

And the covenant which I have made on earth,                                                                               

let it be ratified in heaven.  Amen. 



       

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

At present UMW is in a “lull.”   We are in the planning stages for the up-coming “School Kit” project in which we will be collecting items 
for school kits to be sent to UMCOR and forwarded to wherever the need is greatest.  We are also beginning to plan for our special 
recognitions and for the late summer Trash and Treasure Sale.   The pay is to feel the sense the satisfaction experienced when you have 
reached out and improved someone else’s life, knowing that you perhaps have been that “one little candle.”    The bonus is that you 
have bonded more closely with members of you own church family and enjoyed a priceless fellowship, that you have received and given 
support to those with which you have worked. 

 

 

LAUNCHING  

YOUTH MINISTRY 
 

In prayer and conversation, and just by looking around, 
it has become clear that God is calling the wider church 
to do ministry with our youth.  In response to this 
prompting of the Holy Spirit, First UMC in Ionia will be 
launching a new youth ministry on Sunday, February 
4th.  The program will begin at 3:30 in the afternoon, 
concluding with a meal from 5-5:30.  All youth are wel-
come and will be encouraged to attend Sunday and oth-
er worship services at their local church.  Youth from 6th 
through 12th grade are warmly invited to participate.  
The group will focus on developing a culture of open-
ness and inclusivity, leadership skills and gifts in our 
young people, responsible and life-giving responses to 
social issues facing youth today, fellowship, and spiritual 
formation.  Please contact Pastor Jonathan for more in-
formation.   

 

Adults 22 years and older are welcome to join the lead-
ership team for this ministry.  Please be in prayer as we 
work toward faithfulness to God’s call for our community. 
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OPPORTUNITIES 

 
 

 

  

 

UMW BOARD 

The UMW Board has openings for several 

new members.  Meetings are scheduled for 

the first Tuesday of each month at 1:30p.m.  

No particular talents are essential.  Input of 

new ideas and incentives are needed for tra-

ditional and new events. 

BRUNCH POTLUCKS 

Brunch Potlucks are at 10:30 a.m. on the 

third Sunday of each month unless other-

wise posted. 

       THE IONIA COUNTY  

       LITERACY COUNCIL 

is looking for volunteer tutors to help adults 

improve their reading, math or English 

speaking skills.  Are you looking for a 

meaningful volunteer project?  if this 

sounds like you, please visit our website:  

www.ioniacountyliteracycouncil.org and 

call us at 616-389-8529 or email:  ionialiter-

acy@gmail.com  We are also reaching out 

to those who need our services! 

St. Joseph, MO Mission 

I have found a mission for prescription bot-

tles in St. Joseph, MO.  There is a large 

public clinic that is accepting used prescrip-

tion bottles. Stripping the labels before 

washing the bottles makes the labels come 

off much easier without leaving the bottles 

sticky.  

CASSIE STEWART CIRCLE 

To volunteer to participate in Hands on Mission 

Projects, plan to join the Cassie Stewart Circle 

which meets at 1:30 p.m. on the second Monday 

of each month.  Attendance at each meeting is not 

a requirement.  Just come and assist whenever 

convenient.  We promise a great fellowship, a 

time to share and get acquainted in addition to 

participating in a mission project.  Activities vary 

each month. 

NURSERY 

We are in need of ladies to help in the nursery on 

Sunday mornings at 9:30.  The more volunteers 

we have, the less often you will be asked to help.  

Contact Marie in the church office (527-1860) 

  

 IF YOU HAVE NOT PICKED UP 

YOUR OFFERING ENVELOPES 

YET, PLEASE DO SO.       

UMW  

Soup and Salad Supper 

Fun Night 

will be Wednesday, January 31st 

6:00 p.m. 

Come and enjoy an evening out. 



 

  

 

 

 

 Watch for exciting things to happen over the next few months.  The Mu-

sic on the Green Committee has had it’s first meeting to start planning for 

summer of 2018.  We are very excited about the possibilities. 
 
 

 

Church Services for January 

 

With Pastor Jonathan gone for the month of January, we will have guest speakers and 
musicians. 

 

January 7th, Al Irby will be speaking.  His sermon title will be  

“I Want to Walk on Water” 

Sari Mercer will provide special music during the offertory. 

 

January 14th, Jon Hausserman will be telling us about his mission work. 

Mel Weaver will have special music for us. 

 

January 21st, Craig Adams will be our speaker.  He will be preaching on  

“The Message of Jesus” 

our special music has not been chosen at this writing. 

 

January 28th, we will hear from our District Superintendent Bill Haggard. 

Our special music for this day will be Greg and Betsy Adamus. 

 

Please join us to worship our Lord with these wonderful speakers and musicians.  
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Prayers for those in the military: 

Adam Cook-Green Beret, Afghanistan 

Nick Murray-Aircraft Carrier, Bremerton WA 

Andy Hoort-Nurse, Ret. Royal Oak, MI  

Ross Marshall, Navy, Submarine, Groton, CT 

Daniel Zander-Major U.S. Army Ft. Lewis-

McChord 

Duane Baliff 

Austin Campbell -  Air Force 

Prayers for: 
Carol Newkirk  Mary Vernon 
Stuart Weisgerber Elizabeth Smith-
Bryant Adams  Steve Lampman-
Hunter Wagner  Julie Englehart 
Arlene Roland  Lily Goodwin  
Mark Workman   Gary Hanson 
Elisha & Crystal Stock Robert Zander 
Barb Helmer  Katherine Asher 
Penny Wineman  David May 
Scott Burkman  Nicole Rhodes 
Mike Nelson  Amanda Bishop 
Jerry Lawrence  David May 
Kristie Newkirk  Amanda Bishop 
Nancy & David Carle  

PLEASE PRAY IN THE NAME OF THE LORD 

FOR:  

(E-mail prayer requests to sharron67@charter.net)     

January Jokes 

 

Dear God, 

 I think you’d be proud of me!  So far today I’ve done alright.  I haven’t 
gossiped, lusted, lost my temper, or been greedy, grumpy, nasty, selfish, or 
overindulgent.  I’m very thankful for that. 

 In a few minutes though, I’m going to get out of bed.  From then on I’m 
probably going to need a lot of help. 

 Amen. 

*** 

 Finding himself lost in the mountains on a cold Friday night, a man 
prays for the Lord’s guidance and is led to a monastery.  He is welcomed in, 
just in time for dinner  He is served a wonderful meal of fish and chips—the 
finest he has ever had, in fact.  He asks if he may meet the cooks so he can 
thank them for the food. 

 When he tells them how much he enjoyed the meal, they thank him and 
introduce themselves. 

 “You’re most welcome, friend. I am Brother Vincent, the fish friar, and 
this is Brother Paul, the chip monk.” 

 



 

UMW/CASSIE STEWART CIRCLE UPDATE 

 
As I reflect on the past month and the UMW Christmas Basket Mission, I am reminded of a 

quote I once read:  ”We make a living out of what we get out of life, but we make a life by what 

we give and how we give it.  God loves to see us give for no other reason than the joy of giv-

ing.”  I do hope that you did indeed find joy in your giving.  I do know, for sure that you did 

spread joy into the lives of some 51 individuals with your generous donations of time, money, 

food and gifts.  The recipients  sincerely thank you and I also thank you for all that you shared making our 

Christmas Basket Mission a successful event, and for creating another beautiful Christmas memory. 

 

Now we flip the calendar page, and we begin anew to create more new memories for not only ourselves, 

but for others that we reach out to sharing God’s love. 

 

The month of January will be a month of catching our breath and envisioning the future.  We will build on 

our past experiences and with God’s help, strengthen our forces and take another step forward.  We even 

have some new ideas that we will be working on at our January board meeting.  Just keep watching for spe-

cial announcements in the Sunday bulletins. 

 

Please note the change of date for the January UMW Board meeting.  January’s UMW Board meet-

ing will be combined with the January Cassie Stewart meeting which is scheduled for the second 

Monday of the month, January 8th at 1:30 p.m. in the downstairs classroom.  It will be an open 

meeting, and anyone interested in joining us is invited to do so. 

 

As I preview my 2018 planner, I am in awe to see that Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent, and the first 

day of our Lenten observances, is only eight weeks away and falls on Valentine’s Day, February 14th.  Our 

Lenten events have always varied from year to year.  We will once more strive to create a memorable Len-

ten Season.  Finalized plans will be in the February Newsletter.  It is reported that making new memories is 

one of the most effective ways to keep your brain sharp.   

 

Let me remind you of a memory created two years ago.  At one of our potlucks, we had a power failure  We 

were ready to serve when the lights went out.  Candles were quickly found, placed on each table and even 

on the mantle.  We had a candlelight potluck dinner which was really very unique.  However, that was only 

the beginning of the memory.   During the dramatic production which followed, and yes, we were still in 

darkness and flickering candle light, came the deep, rich, penetrating, mesmerizing voice of Mark Workman 

delivering a very profound message.  Everyone in the room trembled!  Everyone was emotionally moved!  

We didn’t plan it that way…..but, I am sure that IT WAS PLANNED!  It was wonderful, and I’ll never forget it. 

 

We are anticipating a wonderful, fruitful, blessed 2018.  Just watch your newsletters, the bulletins and bulle-

tin boards for announcements of events, and plan to be an active participant. 

 

Happy New Year! 
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           Attendance   Giving     

Dec.  3   70    $2,392.00 

Dec. 10  67    $1,778.50 

Dec. 17      86    $1,386.00 

Dec. 24  60         not 

Christmas Eve  88     available 

Dec. 31  96    at this time 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Discerning the Voice of God is a Women’s Bible Study opportunity begin-
ning on Thursday, January 18th from 7:00 to 10:00 p.m.  There will be 
seven sessions concluding Thursday, March 1st.   

Please contact Marilyn Nash for further information.  She will need to 
know those who want to participate by January 3rd to arrange for enough 
study materials.  You can reach Marilyn at 616-527-7456 or  

e-mail Marilynn1@charter.net 

 



 

 

  

BIRTHDAYS 

January 

 

   1   Mark Hotchkin 
 

   2   Marge Irby 
 

   8   Miller Hotchkin 
 

 10   Michelle Castle 
 

 10   Abby Frost 
 

 14   Jack Manciu 
 

 16  Frances Carr 
 

 23   Lacy Fulcher 
 

 24   Forest Schumacher 
 

 27   Al Irby 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 

January 
Anniversaries 

 
4 Allen & Joan MacDonald 

28   Bill & Frances Carr 

 

January 

 

Greeters 

Jan.  7   Peg Fell 

Jan. 14  Peg Fell 

Jan. 21 Peg Fell 

Jan. 28  Peg Fell 

 

Note:  If you have agreed to serve as a greeter on a  

Sunday morning, but find that you cannot do so, 

please call Peg (527-2433) or the church office 

(527-1860).  

 

 

 
January 

 
Nursery 
Jan.  7 

Jan. 14 

Jan. 21 

Jan. 28 

 

We can always use more people to help in the nursery.  
If you would like to volunteer, please call Marie 
Church (616-755-3207) or the church office (527-
1860). 



  

 

  

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1 

6:00 pm Soup 

Kitchen 

2 

9:30 am Fried-

ship Committee 

1:30 pm UMW 

3 

8:30 am Morn-

ing Prayer 

4 5 

 

6 

 

7 

Communion 

 

 

8 

1:30 pm Cassie 

Stewart  

5:00 pm defibril-

lator training 

6:00 pm Soup 

Kitchen 

6:30 pm Trustees 

7:30 pm Finance 

9 

 

10 

8:30 a.m. Morn-

ing Prayer 

 

 

11 

 

 

 

 

12 

 

 

 

13 

 

14 

Noisy Offering 

 

15 

6:00 pm Soup 

Kitchen 

7:00 pm Ad 

Board 

 

16 

 

17 

8:30 a.m. Morn-

ing Prayer 

6:00p.m. Blue 

Christmas at 

Lyons-Muir 

 

18 

 

 

19 

 

 

20 

 

21 

 

10:30a.m. Potluck 

Brunch 

 

 

22 

6:00 pm Soup 

Kitchen 

6:30 pm Lay 

Leadsership 

7:30 pm SPRC 

 

23   

 

 

 

 

 

24 

8:30 a.m. Morn-

ing Prayer 

25 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

26 

 

27 

 

28 

 

 

 

29 

6:00 pm Soup 

Kitchen  

7:00 pm Mis-

sions 

 

30 

 

31 

8:30 a.m. Morn-

ing Prayer 

 

6:00 pm UMW 

Soup & Salad 

Supper/Fun 

Night 

   

       

January 2017 



 

  Happy 
   

New Year 

105 E. Main Street 

Ionia, MI 48846 

 

Service 9:30am 

Check it out! 

www.ioniafirst.com 
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